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without citing instances, for which they have often
been upon the point of breaking with us, and mak-
ing war upon us. Indeed there would be great need
of [69g] providing against these detestable murders by
some suitable remedy if one could be found.
Nevertheless the principal cause of all these deaths
and diseases is not what they say it is, but it is some-
thing to their shame; in the Summer time, when our
ships come, they never stop gorging themselves ex-
cessively during several weeks with various kinds of
food not suitable to the inactivity of their lives; they
get drunk, not only on wine but on brandy; so it is
no wonder that they are obliged to endure some
gripes of the stomach in the following Autumn. This
nation takes little care for the future, but, like all the
other Americans, enjoys the present; they are not
urged on to work except by present necessity. As
long as they have anything, they are always celebrat-
ing feasts and having songs, dances and speeches; if
there is [70] a crowd of them you need not expect
anything else; there are then some fine truces in the
woods. To speak of restraint, when they are not at
war, is equal to proposing a riot. If you tell them
that they will be hungry in the Winter: ZEndriex,
they will answer you, ‘‘It is all the same to us, we
shall stand it well enough: we spend seven and eight
days, even ten sometimes, without eating anything,
yvet we do not die.”” Nevertheless, if they are by
themselves and where they may safely listen to their
wives (for women are everywhere better managers),
they will sometimes make some storehouses for the
Winter, where they will keep smoked meat, roots,
shelled acorns, peas, beans, or prunes bought from us,
etc. The storehouses are like this; — They put these



